EARLY BUDDHISM

These modern Western terms, though useful
for classification, never exactly fit the ancient
Eastern thought. And we must never forget
that the clear-cut distinctions we now use were
then perceptible to only quite a few of the
clearest thinkers. Most of the people hold a
strange jumble of many of the notions current
around them. The enumeration hero made is
merely intended to show that, when Buddhism
arose, the country was seething very mudi as
the Western world was at the same period, with
a multitude of more or loss opposing theories on
all sorts of questions, ethical, philosophical, and
religious. There was much superstition, no
doubt, and no little sophistry. But owing partly
to the easy economic conditions of those times,
partly also to the mutual courtesy and intel-
lectual alertness of the people, there was a very
large proportion of them who were earnestly
occupied in more or less successful attempts to
solve the highest problems of thought and
conduct.